China in the Global Economy

Mon, Aug 17, 2026 - Wed, Aug 19, 2026 PDT
Location: Landau Economics Building, 579 Jane Stanford Way, Stanford, CA 94305

Description: This session convenes leading scholars to discuss the multifaceted dimensions of
China's evolving economy and its global interconnections. Through presentations and panel
discussions, participants will explore critical areas of China's complex relationship with the global
economy, including shifting trade dynamics, cross-border investment patterns, RMB
internationalization, and technological collaboration and competition. The session combines
theoretical perspectives with empirical research from economics and related fields, providing a
comprehensive analysis of how China's economy is both transforming and being transformed by

global economic forces.

Organizer:
Zhiguo He, Stanford University
Zheng (Michael) Song, Chinese University of Hong Kong

August 17 (Monday)

8:15-9:00 ‘ REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST

Session 1

9:00-9:50 Paper 1: Ray of Hope? China and the Rise of Solar Energy
Presenter: Yifan Wang (London School of Economics and Political Science)

9:50-10:40 Paper 2. Supply Chain Structure and the Rise of China’s Electric Vehicle Industry
Presenter: Shanjun Li (Stanford University)

10:40-11:10 Break

11:10-12:00 Paper 3: Al, Authority, and Expert-Client Interaction: Experimental Evidence from Healthcare
Presenter: Xinyao Qiu (University of Hong Kong)

12:00-13:30 LUNCH

Session 2: Policy Session

13:30-14:30 Paper 4: From Free Rider to Innovator: The Rise of China’s Drug Development
Presenter: Tianli Xia (University of Rochester)
Discussant: Craig Garthwaite (Northwestern University)
14:30-15:00 Discussion: Healthcare Reform and Pharmaceutical Development in China
Chenjian Li (Stanford University)
15:00-15:30 Break
15:30-16:15 Panel Discussion: Industrial Policy
Zheng (Michael) Song (Chinese University of Hong Kong)
Wei Xiong (Princeton University)
18:00-20:30 DINNER: Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Address: 180 El Camino Real Ste. 2 (2 Stanford Shopping Center) Palo Alto, CA 94304
August 18 (Tuesday)
8:15-9:00 ‘ BREAKFAST
Session 3
9:00-9:50 Paper 1: Strategic Trade Infrastructure: Understanding China's Belt and Road Initiative
Presenter: Pablo Fajgelbaum (University of California, Los Angeles)
9:50-10:40 Paper 2: RMB Swap Lines and RMB as an Invoicing Currency in Trade
Presenter: Shang-Jin Wei (Columbia University)



https://www.hoover.org/profiles/chenjian-li
https://www.michael-song.org/
https://wxiong.mycpanel.princeton.edu/

10:40-11:10 Break
11:10-12:00 Paper 3: Homemade Foreign Trading
Presenter: Zhiguo He (Stanford University)
12:00-13:30 LUNCH
Session 4: Policy Session
13:30-14:30 Paper 4: Short-Run Boom, Long-Run Bust: The Dynamic Impact of U.S. Semiconductor Export Controls|
Presenter: Sifan Xue (Peking University)
Discussant: Eric Donald (University of Pittsburgh)
14:30-15:30 Discussion: Export Controls in Practice, fireside chat
Guest: Joseph Kim (Altera)
Host: Josh Miner (Maverick Silicon)
15:30-16:00 Break
16:00-17:30 Panel Discussion: Global Imbalance
Thomas Helbling (International Monetary Fund)
Chang-Tai Hsieh (University of Chicago)
Shang-Jin Wei (Columbia University)
18:30-21:00 DINNER: Terun Pizzeria
Address: 448 California avenue, Palo Alto, Ca 94306
August 19 (Wednesday)
8:15-9:00 | BREAKFAST
Session 5
9:00-9:50 Paper 1: The Return(s) of Super Star Scientists
Presenter: Yujing Huang (University of California, Los Angeles)
9:50-10:40 Paper 2: The VAT Credit Trap: Liquidity Wedges and the Failures of Production Neutrality
Presenter: Li Gan (Texas A&M University)
10:40-11:10 Break
11:10-12:00 Paper 3: The Economic Determinants of Taiwanese Sentiments towards Reunification with Mainland
China
Presenter: Nancy Qian (Northwestern University)
12:00-13:30 LUNCH



https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseph-kim-6a0a041/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joshsminer/
https://www.imf.org/en/blogs/authors/thomas%20helbling
https://www.chicagobooth.edu/faculty/directory/h/chang-tai-hsieh
https://business.columbia.edu/faculty/people/shang-jin-wei

